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do this, he was drawing his own sword, when the captains
all whipped out their poniards and felled him on the spot.

All this happened very quickly. As Rais Ahmed was
dispatched, the Governor stepped forward to greet the King.
But Turan Shah had had a fearful shock. He had expected
to see Rais Ahmed arrested, but not killed. He feared that
the whole thing was a trap. Must he die too? he cried, shaking
with alarm.

Albuquerque swept off his cap and bowed profoundly,
" You were a prisoner/' he said, " but you are now a King!"
and apologized for having had the traitor vsiain before his
eyes. He led him ceremoniously to sit upon a lordly chair,
girded him with a sword, dagger, and satin cuirass, and
threw a gold enamel chain round his neck. All the knights
and fidalgos present would serve him, the Governor told
Turan Shah. " Therefore," he added pleasantly, " you can
cut off the head of anybody who displeases you, and be
afraid of none so long as you are a good friend to my Lord
the King!"

Outside in the town confusion reigned. Rais Ahmed's
followers, battering at the door, were shouting that the King
and everyone was killed. The captains of the ordenan^a, at
a given signal, scattered them and cleared away the crowd
around the house. Albuquerque led Turan Shah up to the
terrace on the roof to show to all that he was still alive, Up
there, the King addressed his people: Let them be happy
and rejoice, he said, for the traitor was dead. He, Turan Shah,
was safe upon his throne, and Albuquerque was like a father
to himl Loud and prolonged cheers greeted this speech. An
awning was erected overhead, and Turan Shah remained on
view for the rest of the day. He ordered that food should be
brought up for him and for the troops outside,

All the cookshops in Ormuz then displayed their staff
work. The fare might not be varied, but it was abundant,
and appeared in an incredibly short time. Boiled rice with
mutton was prepared wholesale and sent in gigantic caul-
drons, each carried by six men. The King's guard ate, the